
 

 
Readings and Prayers for a Holy Week at Home 

 
In these strange days of the CoVid-19 pandemic and self-isolation, 
our Church is not gathering for services as we usually do.  This is 
especially difficult for us during Holy Week.  But the truth of the 
matter is we are the Church even when we are not meeting for 
services, and we can still pray, sing, and worship together, even 
though we are apart.  This booklet is designed for you to pray and 
do some simple readings and reflections over Holy Week.  Prayers 
and readings are included for each day, including  Palm/Passion 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. They are based on 
material from the Book of Alternative Services (1985), The 
Anglican Church of Canada and the Disciple’s Prayer Book. 
 
You are encouraged to pray, read, sing, and worship with your 
family and those in your household. You could even try joining 
other friends and households online (using Facetime, Messenger 
Video, Zoom, etc) or even on the phone. 
 
May you be blessed in this extraordinary Holy Week and meet 
Jesus in a new and life-giving way. 
 



 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

 
Many churches have a Palm 
procession to commemorate Palm 
Sunday, the day that Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem, knowing he would be 
facing his death.  Though we might 
not be having a procession, we can 
decorate our doors or windows with 
green branches, maybe cedar or 
spruce as a way to connect with the 
palm branches waved by the people 
so long ago when they proclaimed 
Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! 
 
Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 
all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 
place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 
all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together 
with respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you 
are God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
During Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our 
Lord’s paschal mystery. 
On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city of  
Jerusalem in triumph. 
The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise, but 
the path before him led to self-giving, suffering, and death. 
Today we greet him as our King, although we know his crown is 
thorns and his throne a cross. 
We follow him this week from the glory of the palms to the glory 
of the resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering and death. 



United with him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his 
resurrection and new life. 
 
Prayer: Assist us mercifully with your help, 
Lord God of our salvation, 
that we may enter with joy 
into the celebration of those mighty acts 
whereby you give us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Gospel of the Day – Matthew 21:1-11 
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
21 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie 
them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just 
say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, 
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, 
and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 



 
Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  
1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the 
Gospel of the Day?  
2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  
3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do 
 
 
Prayers 

- Take time to prepare your heart for Holy Week.  Offer up to 
God your fears and disappointments, your anxieties and 
suffering, and ask for Jesus to meet you in a new and living 
way this coming week 

 
Almighty God, 
whose Son was crucified yet entered into glory, 
may we, walking in the way of the cross, 
find it is for us the way of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
  



Monday of Holy Week 
 
Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 
all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 
place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 
all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together 
with respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you 
are God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 36:5-11  
 5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
    your faithfulness to the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 
    your judgments are like the great deep; 
    you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 
7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
    All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
8 They feast on the abundance of your house, 
    and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
9 For with you is the fountain of life; 
    in your light we see light. 
10 O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
    and your salvation to the upright of heart! 
11 Do not let the foot of the arrogant tread on me, 
    or the hand of the wicked drive me away. 
 
Gospel of the Day - John 12:1-11 
Mary Anoints Jesus 
12 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home 
of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave 
a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at 
the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made 
of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But 
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 



betray him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He said this 
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; 
he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into 
it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might 
keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with 
you, but you do not always have me.” 
 
The Plot to Kill Lazarus 
9 When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, 
they came not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests planned 
to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 since it was on account of him 
that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 
 
Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  
1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the 
Gospel of the Day?  
2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  
3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do 
 
Prayers: 
- Take time to pray for your friends and families, remembering 

those who might be lonely or in distress 
 
Almighty God, 
whose Son was crucified yet entered into glory, 
may we, walking in the way of the cross, 
find it is for us the way of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
 



Tuesday of Holy Week 
 

Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 
all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 
place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 
all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together 
with respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you 
are God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 71:1-14 
1 In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame. 
2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
    incline your ear to me and save me. 
3 Be to me a rock of refuge, 
    a strong fortress, to save me, 
    for you are my rock and my fortress. 
 
4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
    from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 
5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, 
    my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 
6 Upon you I have leaned from my birth; 
    it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. 
My praise is continually of you. 
 
7 I have been like a portent to many, 
    but you are my strong refuge. 
8 My mouth is filled with your praise, 
    and with your glory all day long. 
9 Do not cast me off in the time of old age; 
    do not forsake me when my strength is spent. 
10 For my enemies speak concerning me, 
    and those who watch for my life consult together. 
11 They say, “Pursue and seize that person 



    whom God has forsaken, 
    for there is no one to deliver.” 
 
12 O God, do not be far from me; 
    O my God, make haste to help me! 
13 Let my accusers be put to shame and consumed; 
    let those who seek to hurt me 
    be covered with scorn and disgrace. 
14 But I will hope continually, 
    and will praise you yet more and more. 
 
Gospel of the Day - John 12:20-36 
Some Greeks Wish to See Jesus 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went 
and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honour. 
 
Jesus Speaks about His Death 
‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save 
me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to 
this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from 
heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 
‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I 
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He 



said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. The crowd 
answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the 
Messiah remains for ever. How can you say that the Son of Man 
must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’ Jesus said to them, 
‘The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the 
light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in 
the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you 
have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become 
children of light.’ 
 
The Unbelief of the People 
After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 
 
Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  
1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the 
Gospel of the Day?  
2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  
3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do 
 
Prayers: 
- Take time to pray for health care professionals and essential 

workers  (like grocery store clerks, cleaners, and truckers) and 
their families as they work long hours caring for the sick in 
body, mind, and spirit and making sure we receive the goods 
and services we need 

 
O God, 
by the passion of your blessed Son, 
you made an instrument of shameful death 
to be for us the means of life. 
May our lives be so transformed by his passion 
that we may witness to his grace; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer  



Wednesday of Holy Week 
 
Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 
all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 
place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 
all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together 
with respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you 
are God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 70 
1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 
    O Lord, make haste to help me! 
2 Let those be put to shame and confusion 
    who seek my life. 
Let those be turned back and brought to dishonor 
    who desire to hurt me. 
3 Let those who say, “Aha, Aha!” 
    turn back because of their shame. 
4 Let all who seek you 
    rejoice and be glad in you. 
Let those who love your salvation 
    say evermore, “God is great!” 
5 But I am poor and needy; 
    hasten to me, O God! 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
    O Lord, do not delay!   
 
Gospel of the Day - John 13:21-32 
Jesus Foretells His Betrayal 
21 After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, 
“Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples 
looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was 
speaking. 23 One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was 
reclining next to him; 24 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to 
ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So while reclining next to 



Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is the 
one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in 
the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After he received the piece of 
bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what 
you are going to do.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said 
this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the common 
purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; 
or, that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after 
receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was 
night. 
The New Commandment 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 
 
Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  
1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the 
Gospel of the Day?  
2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  
3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do 
 
Prayers: 
- Take time to pray for who do not have clean water, adequate 

housing or sanitation, putting them at greater risk of infection 
and illness 

Lord God, your Son our Saviour gave his body to be whipped 
and turned his face for men to spit upon. 
Give your servants grace to accept suffering for his sake, 
confident of the glory that will be revealed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer 



Maundy Thursday 
 

Typically, a Maundy Thursday service 
involves foot washing, celebration of 
the Eucharist, and Stripping of the 
Altar.  Given that we are not able to 
celebrate a full Maundy Thursday 
service at this time, this home celebration will focus on the story of 
the Last Supper from John, when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet 
as a way to show them how to be a servant leader.   
 
Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 
all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 
place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 
all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together 
with respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you 
are God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 
I love the Lord, because he has heard 
    my voice and my supplications. 
I kept my faith, even when I said, 
    “I am greatly afflicted”; 
11 I said in my consternation, 
    “Everyone is a liar.” 
12 What shall I return to the Lord 
    for all his bounty to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
    and call on the name of the Lord, 
14 I will pay my vows to the Lord 
    in the presence of all his people. 
15 Precious in the sight of the Lord 
    is the death of his faithful ones. 
16 O Lord, I am your servant; 
    I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. 



    You have loosed my bonds. 
17 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice 
    and call on the name of the Lord. 
 
Gospel of the Day: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 
13 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. 
Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son 
of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from 
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 
around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are 
you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 Peter said 
to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I 
wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, 
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus 
said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except 
for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all 
of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 
said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have 
done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who 
sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do 
them. 



The New Commandment 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say 
to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  
1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the 
Gospel of the Day?  
2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  
3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do 
 
Prayers 
- take time to pray for the leaders of the Church, for your lay 

leaders, clergy, Bishops and others, as well as the leaders in 
your community, Province, and Country that they would be 
servant leaders who follow Jesus’ example of self-sacrificing 
service 

 
Holy God, 
source of all love, 
on the night of his betrayal Jesus gave his disciples a new 
commandment, to love one another as he loved them. 
Write this commandment in our hearts; 
give us the will to serve others 
as he was the servant of all, 
who gave his life and died for us, 
yet is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer  



Good Friday 
 

Good Friday is a time when we hear 
the entire story of the Passion of 
Christ, we meditate on the cross, and 
contemplate Christ’s suffering and 
death. It is a solemn day and so it 
would be fitting that we spend the 
day in quiet thoughtfulness and take 
some extra time to reflect on Jesus’ 
death and all that it means to us.  
The readings are long, so you might want to take turns reading. 
You can also go to the Diocese of Brandon YouTube page and 
listen to members of the Diocese read the Gospel of the Day 
 
Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 
all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 
place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 
all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together 
with respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you 
are God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 22 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my 
groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
    and by night, but find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, 
    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our ancestors trusted; 
    they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried, and were saved; 
    in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 



6 But I am a worm, and not human; 
    scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me; 
    they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— 
    let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 
9 Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 
    you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10 On you I was cast from my birth, 
    and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11 Do not be far from me, 
    for trouble is near 
    and there is no one to help. 
12 Many bulls encircle me, 
    strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13 they open wide their mouths at me, 
    like a ravening and roaring lion. 
14 I am poured out like water, 
    and all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; 
    it is melted within my breast; 
15 my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 
    and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
    you lay me in the dust of death. 
16 For dogs are all around me; 
    a company of evildoers encircles me. 
My hands and feet have shriveled; 
17 I can count all my bones. 
They stare and gloat over me; 
18 they divide my clothes among themselves, 
    and for my clothing they cast lots. 
19 But you, O Lord, do not be far away! 
    O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20 Deliver my soul from the sword, 
    my life from the power of the dog! 
21     Save me from the mouth of the lion! 



From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. 
22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; 
    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him! 
    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24 For he did not despise or abhor 
    the affliction of the afflicted; 
he did not hide his face from me, 
    but heard when I cried to him. 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek him shall praise the Lord. 
    May your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 
    and turn to the Lord; 
and all the families of the nations 
    shall worship before him. 
28 For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
    and he rules over the nations. 
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
    and I shall live for him. 
30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
    saying that he has done it. 
 
Gospel of the Day - John 18:1-19:42 
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
18After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his 
disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a 
garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who 
betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there 
with his disciples. 3So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers 



together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and 
they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4Then 
Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them, ‘For whom are you looking?’ 5They answered, ‘Jesus 
of Nazareth.’ Jesus replied, ‘I am he.’ Judas, who betrayed him, 
was standing with them. 6When Jesus said to them, ‘I am he’, they 
stepped back and fell to the ground. 7Again he asked them, ‘For 
whom are you looking?’ And they said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ 8Jesus 
answered, ‘I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let 
these men go.’ 9This was to fulfil the word that he had spoken, ‘I 
did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.’ 10Then 
Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s 
slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was 
Malchus. 11Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put your sword back into its 
sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?’ 
 
Jesus before the High Priest 
12 So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested 
Jesus and bound him. 13First they took him to Annas, who was the 
father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14Caiaphas 
was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have 
one person die for the people. 
 
Peter Denies Jesus 
15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that 
disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the 
courtyard of the high priest, 16but Peter was standing outside at 
the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and 
brought Peter in. 17The woman said to Peter, ‘You are not also 
one of this man’s disciples, are you?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ 18Now 
the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was 
cold, and they were standing round it and warming themselves. 
Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 
 
The High Priest Questions Jesus 



19 Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and 
about his teaching. 20Jesus answered, ‘I have spoken openly to the 
world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, 
where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in 
secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to 
them; they know what I said.’ 22When he had said this, one of the 
police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, ‘Is that 
how you answer the high priest?’ 23Jesus answered, ‘If I have 
spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, 
why do you strike me?’ 24Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas 
the high priest. 
 
Peter Denies Jesus Again 
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They 
asked him, ‘You are not also one of his disciples, are you?’ He 
denied it and said, ‘I am not.’ 26One of the slaves of the high 
priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, 
‘Did I not see you in the garden with him?’ 27Again Peter denied it, 
and at that moment the cock crowed. 
 
Jesus before Pilate 
28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It 
was early in the morning. They themselves did not enter the 
headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to 
eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, ‘What 
accusation do you bring against this man?’ 30They answered, ‘If 
this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over 
to you.’ 31Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him 
according to your law.’ The Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted to 
put anyone to death.’ 32(This was to fulfil what Jesus had said 
when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, 
and asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ 34Jesus answered, 
‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about 
me?’ 35Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and 
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 



done?’ 36Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If 
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting 
to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not from here.’ 37Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone 
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ 38Pilate asked him, 
‘What is truth?’ 
 
Jesus Sentenced to Death 
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told 
them, ‘I find no case against him. 39But you have a custom that I 
release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to 
release for you the King of the Jews?’ 40They shouted in reply, 
‘Not this man, but Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas was a bandit. 
19Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And the soldiers 
wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed 
him in a purple robe. 3They kept coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, 
King of the Jews!’ and striking him on the face. 4Pilate went out 
again and said to them, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 
you know that I find no case against him.’ 5So Jesus came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 
them, ‘Here is the man!’ 6When the chief priests and the police 
saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ Pilate said to 
them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against 
him.’ 7The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and according to 
that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of 
God.’ 
 
8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9He 
entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you 
from?’ But Jesus gave him no answer. 10Pilate therefore said to 
him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
power to release you, and power to crucify you?’ 11Jesus 
answered him, ‘You would have no power over me unless it had 
been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me 



over to you is guilty of a greater sin.’ 12From then on Pilate tried to 
release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, you 
are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king 
sets himself against the emperor.’ 
 
13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and 
sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or 
in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation for the 
Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, ‘Here is 
your King!’ 15They cried out, ‘Away with him! Away with him! 
Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The 
chief priests answered, ‘We have no king but the 
emperor.’ 16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 
 
The Crucifixion of Jesus 
So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he went 
out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is 
called Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19Pilate also 
had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’ 20Many of the Jews read this 
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, ‘Do not 
write, “The King of the Jews”, but, “This man said, I am King of the 
Jews.” ’ 22Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have 
written.’ 23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 
clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. 
They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in 
one piece from the top. 24So they said to one another, ‘Let us not 
tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ This was to fulfil 
what the scripture says, 
‘They divided my clothes among themselves, 
   and for my clothing they cast lots.’ 
25And that is what the soldiers did. 



Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, 
here is your son.’ 27Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your 
mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. 
28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said 
(in order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ 29A jar full of sour 
wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on 
a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had 
received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit. 
 
Jesus’ Side Is Pierced 
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the 
bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because 
that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to 
have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies 
removed. 32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first 
and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But when 
they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did 
not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side 
with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35(He who 
saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony 
is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) 36These things 
occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his 
bones shall be broken.’ 37And again another passage of scripture 
says, ‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’ 
 
The Burial of Jesus 
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of 
Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked 
Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him 
permission; so he came and removed his body. 39Nicodemus, who 
had at first come to Jesus by night also came, bringing a mixture 



of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40They 
took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen 
cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now there 
was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been 
laid. 42And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and 
the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 
Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  
1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the 
Gospel of the Day?  
2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  
3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do 
 
Prayers 
- take time to contemplate the cross of Jesus  and pray this 

anthem: 
-  
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; 
if we endure, we shall also reign with him. 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
Holy God, 
your Son Jesus Christ carried our sins 
in his own body on the tree, 
so that we might have life. 
May we and all who remember this day 
find new life in him, 
now and in the world to come, 
where he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 



 
Send down your abundant blessing, Lord, 
upon us, your people who have devoutly recalled the death of 
your Son in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection. 
Grant us pardon; bring us comfort. 
May our faith grow stronger 
and our eternal salvation be assured. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
 


