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Readings and Prayers for Advent at Home 

 

There is a common misunderstanding that Advent is all about preparing 

for Christmas.  From advent calendars that are used to sell anything 

from beer to tea to toys, to warnings that there are only so many 

shopping days ‘til Christmas, our culture has absorbed the season of 

Advent as one big countdown. 

 

But actually , the Christian season of Advent is a time of preparation – 

not baking cookies and wrapping presents (though those are great 

things to do!), but preparing ourselves to watch and wait for the arrival 

of Jesus Christ.  Advent is also a time of anticipation where we start 

with the future, looking forward to the second coming of Jesus and the 

eternal reign of God is coming, and end with the past, celebrating the 

Messiah born in Bethlehem. 

 

Even though we cannot gather together as we have in the past, there are 

many ways we can still pray and worship together, despite being 

physically apart. Bishop William continues to offer an online Sunday 

Communion service which can be found at the Diocese of Brandon 

YouTube channel and you can find uploads on the Henry Budd College 

YouTube channel and Facebook page.   

 

We have prepared this booklet for you to use on Sundays for prayer and 

worship at home so that we can all pray together across the distances.  

We also incorporated an adapted Advent Candle lighting liturgy that 

some of the northern churches use every Advent.  It is based on the 

traditional teachings of the Four Directions. These readings focus on 

the four life stages the directions represent – child, youth, adult, and 

elder and connect them to Advent related themes. 

 

If you’re able, create a little Advent corner in your home – all you need 

is 5 candles, one for each Sunday in Advent and a centre candle for 

Christmas, reminding us that Christ is our centre. The candles are 



placed in the shape of a wreath or a circle, and they are often 

surrounded by evergreens, so you could pick some pine, spruce, or 

cedar and create an Advent refection space in your home.   

 

At the back of this booklet, we have also included a section on the “O 

Antiphons”, Scriptures and prayers for the 7 days before Christmas, 

focused on seven prophetic titles of the Messiah from the Hebrew 

Bible. We have also included the Gospel readings for every day in 

December, if you want to use them for reading, meditation, or Gospel 

Based Discipleship with your family or household. Finally, we have 

included the candle lighting for Christmas Eve for the completion of 

the Advent wreath. 

If you need any assistance or have questions, please contact Henry 

Budd College – hbcm@mymts.net, through Messenger, or 204 623 

3311. 
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Sunday, November 28 - 1
st
 Sunday in Advent (Year C) 

 

Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 

all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 

place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 

all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and 

compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 

respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle (east) – Look Up 

Look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near.  Luke 21:28 

 

We light this candle in the direction of the east, the place where the sun 

rises and signifying awakening to a new day. We light this candle to 

remind us in our Christian walk to “look up” and look for Jesus.  We 

light this cable to symbolize the time of childhood, looking to 

understand your gift of love to the world through your Son.  We look 

up to see Jesus in our midst. 

 

Prayer Creator, on this first Sunday of Advent, you call us to watch, to 

awaken, to prepare for your coming again.  May we look up to 

see your love, your majesty, your truth in our lives. May we 

share this with our families, and bring healing into our 

communities.  Amen. 

 

Psalm 25:1-9 

1  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

 my God, I put my trust in you; * 

   let me not be humiliated, 

   nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2  Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

    let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3  Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

   and teach me your paths. 

4  Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

   for you are the God of my salvation; 

   in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5  Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 



   for they are from everlasting. 

6  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

   remember me according to your love 

   and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7  Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

   therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8  He guides the humble in doing right * 

   and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9  All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 

   to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

God of compassion and love, forgive our sins, relieve our 

misery, satisfy our longing, and fulfil all our hopes for peace; 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen 

 

Gospel of the Day – Luke 21:25-36 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and 

on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea 

and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 

coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and 

great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." Then he 

told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is 

already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 

that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will 

not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. Be on guard so that your 

hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For 

it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at 

all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 

things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

 

Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  

1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the Gospel 

of the Day?  

2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  

3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do or be? 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

The gathered hopes of generation remind us to get ourselves ready, so 

that Christ’s return will be a day of excitement and great joy. 

 

As we begin a new year in the life of the Church, let us pray together to 

the God of our making. 

 

We pray that we will all be ready to meet God our Creator face to face, 

whenever that may be. 

 

Creator God, show us how to live: 

And give us courage to walk in a good way 

 

We pray that all who lead and advise may be led and advised by you, so 

that our decisions are rooted in your compassion. 

 

Creator God, show us how to live: 

And give us courage to walk in a good way 

 

We pray that our relatives and neighbours may encounter the one, true, 

living God and experience your abundant love. 

 

Creator God, show us how to live: 

And give us courage to walk in a good way 

 

We pray that those hurt by injustice may know your support, and that 

the frail and timid may know your encouragement and assurance. 

 

Creator God, show us how to live: 

And give us courage to walk in a good way 

 

We pray that those passing into eternity through the gate of death may 

be welcomed and their grieving loved ones be comforted. 

 

Creator God, show us how to live: 

And give us courage to walk in a good way 

 

 

 



We look with hope to the fulfillment of all you have done, and offer you 

our thanks and praise for all your love. 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and 

put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which 

your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility, that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Sunday, December 5
th

 – 2
nd

 Sunday in Advent 

 

Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 

all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 

place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 

all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and 

compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 

respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are 

God, now and forever, Amen. 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle (south) - Prepare 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his path straight... All flesh shall see 

the salvation of God.  Luke 3:4,6 

 

We light this candle in the direction of the south signifying the season 

of summer, giving thanks for growth in our lives. We light this candle 

to remind us to prepare for the coming of Christ in our lives.  We light 

this candle to symbolize the time of youth, a time of preparation and 

growth, and a deepening understanding that through the gift of Christ in 

our lives, we have hope. We prepare the way of the Creator in our lives, 

living in harmony one with another.   

 

Prayer Creator, John the Baptist called us to repent, to prepare the way 

of the Lord.  May we begin our own preparations for his 

coming anew with hope in our hearts. May we look to Christ, 

preparing the way through bearing witness to love and truth in 

our families and in our communities. Creator, deliver us that the 

earth be full of the knowledge of your ways.  Amen. 

 

Canticle 19 - The Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79) 

 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

      he has come to his people and set them free. 

 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, * 

     born of the house of his servant David. 

 Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

 that he would save us from our enemies, * 

      from the hands of all who hate us. 

 He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

      and to remember his holy covenant. 

 This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 



      to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

 free to worship him without fear, * 

      holy and righteous in his sight 

     all the days of our life. 

 You, my child, shall be called the prophet 

 of the Most High, * 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

 to give his people knowledge of salvation * 

      by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 In the tender compassion of our God * 

      the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow 

 of death, * 

      and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

Gospel of the Day – Luke 3:1-6a 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 

brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming 

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, -as it is written in 

the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall 

be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 

ways made smooth; -and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"  

 

Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  

1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the Gospel 

of the Day?  

2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  

3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do or be? 

 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession  
John the Baptist prepares the way for the coming of the Messiah by 

helping the people realign their lives. 

 

We know that God our Creator is here with us and hears what is in our 

thoughts and our hearts. 

 

We pray for all who are part of the Christian family all over the world. 

We ask for a real longing for God in our lives, a longing that is not 

satisfied with anything else. 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  

Strengthen us with your presence. 

 

We pray for the nations and communities of the world and those with 

power and influence. We pray for honesty, integrity, humility, and 

justice. 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  

Strengthen us with your presence. 

 

We pray for those we love and those we find it hard to love. We pray 

that you would help us walk in the ways of respect, compassion, 

generosity, and forgiveness. 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  

Strengthen us with your presence. 

 

We pray for all those in pain and those held captive by addictions. 

We pray for healing, wholeness, and freedom. 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  

Strengthen us with your presence. 

 

We pray for those who have died and now see you face to face.  We 

pray for those who miss them here. 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  

Strengthen us with your presence. 

 



We thank you for showing us what needs to be made whole, and for 

forgiving us all that is past. 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare your 

people to welcome the Messiah, Inspire us, the ministers and stewards 

of your truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, that when the Christ 

shall come again to be our judge, we may stand with confidence before 

his glory; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, December 12
th

 – 3
rd

 Sunday in Advent 

 

Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 

all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 

place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 

all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and 

compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 

respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are 

God, now and forever,  Amen. 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle (west) - Rejoice 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 

captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free,
 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:18-19 

 

We light this candle in the western direction, the direction of the setting 

sun and symbolizing autumn, the time of the harvest. We light this 

candle thankful that Christ brought good tidings, the promise of new 

life—the blind receiving sight, the lame walking and the prisoner set 

free.   We light this candle, thankful for our adult responsibilities, for 

seeing how we may help to make the world a better place for our 

children and grandchildren. We rejoice that Christ has set us free! 

 

Prayer Creator, strengthen our weak hands that we may find your  

holy way, the way of the redeemed where joy and gladness live. 

May we understand our own gifts and bring teachings for the 

good of our communities and for the world.  May we do the 

work that Jesus has given us to do with purpose and joy. Amen 

 

Canticle 3 – Song of Thanksgiving (Isaiah 12:2-6) 

 Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

    I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

 For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defence, * 

    and he will be my Saviour. 

 Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 

    from the springs of salvation. 

 And on that day you shall say, * 

    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; 

 make his deeds known among the peoples; * 



    see that they remember that his name is exalted. 

 Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 

    and this is known in all the world. 

 Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

Gospel of the Day – Luke 3:7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 

fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We 

have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the 

root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire." And the crowds asked him, "What then 

should we do?" In reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must 

share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

"Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than 

the amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, 

what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your 

wages." As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 

Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 

to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire." So, with many other exhortations, he 

proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 

Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  

1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the Gospel 

of the Day?  

2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  

3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do or be? 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

In Jesus, God will be fulfilling the Messianic prophesies about the 

promised Saviour. 

 

Let us pray now to our Creator God, who always keeps his promises 

and who knows us so well. 

 

Living God, we want to be ready to receive you. Take us as we are and 

create in us a heart that longs for you and worships you above 

everything else. 

 

Lord Jesus come;  

Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

We commit into your care the spiritual journeys of all who walk in your 

way; protect us from evil and keep us steadfast in faith. 

 

Lord Jesus come;  

Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

We pray for those who give us support, who encourage us and listen to 

us; those who make us laugh and share our sorrows. Bless their lives 

and give them joy. 

 

Lord Jesus come;  

Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

We remember in God’s presence those whose memories are painful, 

and those whose bitterness breaks relationships. We ask for the healing 

and wholeness that only God can give. 

 

Lord Jesus come;  

Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

We call to mind those we know who have died, and any who are now 

close to death. As they meet their Creator, open their hearts to receive 

your love, mercy and forgiveness. 

 

Lord Jesus come;  

Emmanuel, God with us. 



We give you thanks Living God, that no one is beyond your saving 

grace or outside your loving care. 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day  

God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the 

coming of your Son. Remove those things which hinder love of you, 

that when he comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for him 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever, Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 



Sunday, December 19
th

 – 4
th

 Sunday in Advent 

 

Opening Prayer:  Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 

all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you 

place the Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which 

all creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and 

compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 

respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle (north) Bear Witness 

“A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 

Emmanuel: God with us.”  Matthew 1:23 

 

We light this white candle in the direction of the north, the place of 

sweeping winter winds, and northern lights, the time of year when 

stories are told on long evenings. We light this candle remembering 

that we ourselves bear witness to “God with us” through the example of 

love in our lives. We light this candle representing the time of our lives 

when we are elders and our stories are told with wisdom and 

experience. We bear witness to our Creator’s promise to be Emmanuel: 

God with us. 

 

Prayer Creator, you gave us the gift of Emmanuel, God with us. May 

we bear witness to the presence of Jesus in our lives and in our 

communities.  May we share the good news of Jesus’ promise 

to be with us always to the very end of the age.  Amen. 

 

Canticle 18 - The Song of Mary (Luke 1.46–55) 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

   my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; * 

   for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

 From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

   the Almighty has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name. 

 He has mercy on those who fear him * 

   in every generation. 

 He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

   he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 



   and has lifted up the lowly. 

 He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

   and the rich he has sent away empty. 

 He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

   for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

 the promise he made to our fathers, * 

   to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

Gospel of the Day – Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in 

her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed 

with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother 

of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who 

believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord."  

 

[And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 

God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his 

servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for 

the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His 

mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has 

shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and 

sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in 

remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever."]  

 

Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day:  

1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the Gospel 

of the Day?  

2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you?  

3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do or be? 



Prayers of Intercession 

When we say yes to God in humility, wonderful things can happen! 

 

As we share in Mary and Elizabeth’s joy at the coming of our Saviour, 

let us quiet our hearts in the presence of God our Creator. 

 

Heavenly Father, we are amazed at the way you are happy to work with 

us. We re-commit ourselves to walk in your way. 

 

Living God, 

Show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. 

 

We lift up those do not yet know you or have forgotten who you are, we 

ask you to prepare their hearts to recognise you. 

 

Living God, 

Show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. 

 

We ask you to strengthen and encourage us in this community, guiding 

us in the work and ministry you have given us to do. 

 

Living God, 

Show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. 

 

We ask you to give us courage to continue serving you even in dark and 

difficult times 

 

Living God, 

Show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. 

 

We pray for those who are struggling with poverty, illness, or despair, 

and ask that you would be present to them and use us to bring comfort 

and joy. 

 

Living God, 

Show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. 

 

 



We remember those who have died and thank you for the good you 

have worked in their lives. May we, with them, share in the life with 

you that lasts forever. 

 

Living God, 

Show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. 

 

As we approach the feast of Christmas, we praise and thank you for the 

gifts you have given us though the coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the 

mother of our Lord and Saviour, now fill us with your grace, that we in 

all things may embrace your will and with her rejoice in your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 



O Antiphons 

 

The O Antiphons are seven titles for the Messiah from 

the prophet Isaiah.  They were put together by monks 

in the early Middle Ages and were used in prayers on 

the seven days leading up to Christmas.  In Latin, the 

seven title form an acrostic (alphabet poem):  

  

 Sapientia (Wisdom) 

Adonai (Lord and Ruler) 

Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse) 

Clavis David (Key of David) 

Oriens (Dawn/Morning Star) 

Rex Genitum (King of the Nations) 

Emmanuel (God with Us) 

 

When read backwards, the first letter of each title 

spells ero cras which in Latin means tomorrow I come 

– all leading up to the Christmas celebration of Jesus’ 

birth.  You can also find these titles, in a different 

order, in the wonderful hymn “O Come O Come 

Emmanuel”.  

 

All of this is not just an interesting but irrelevant 

historical curiosity – these titles for the coming 

Messiah, who we know as Jesus, all point to an aspect 

of Jesus’ life and ministry. They remind us most 

powerfully that Jesus IS the promised Messiah, who 

was incarnated (took on human flesh) as a baby and 

reigns as the King of all creation. A responsive prayer 

is included here – a call for Jesus to come soon, both 

in anticipation of celebrating Jesus’ birth at 

Christmas, but also a prayer for Jesus to return to earth 

again as Lord and King of all. The O Antiphons are 

special meditations on who Jesus is as Messiah and 

uniquely prepare us for recognising him for who he is. 

 

  



December 17 - Sapientia: “O Wisdom” 

Isaiah 11:2-3 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

   the spirit of counsel and might, 

   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

   or decide by what his ears hear 

Prayer 

O Wisdom, from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all things 

to the ends of the earth: come and teach us how to live. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

 

December 18 - Adonai: “O Lord ad Ruler” 

Isaiah 11:4-5 

With righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

Prayer 

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the 

fire of the burning bush and you gave the law on Sinai: come with 

outstretched arm and ransom us. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

 

December 19 - Radix Jesse: “O Root/Branch  of Jesse” 

Isaiah 11:1, 10 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 

nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Prayer 



O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations, all kings will 

keep silence before you and all peoples will summon you to their aid: 

come, set us free and delay no more. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

 

December 20 - Clavis David: “O Key of David” 

Isaiah 22:22 

I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, 

and no one shall shut; he shall shut, and no one shall open. 

Prayer 

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and none 

can shut; you shut and none can open: come and free the captives from 

prison. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

 

December 21 - Oriens: “Morning Star/ Dawn” 

Isaiah 9:2 

The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined. 

Prayer 

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun of 

righteousness: come and enlighten all who dwell in darkness and in the 

shadow of death. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

 

December 22 - Rex Gentium: “O King of the Nations” 

Isaiah 2:4; 9:6 

He shall judge between the nations, 

   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

   neither shall they learn war any more. 

 

 



For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace 

Prayer 

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfil their desires: 

Cornerstone, you make opposing nations one: come and save 

the creature you fashioned from clay. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

 

December 23 - Emmanuel: “O Emmanuel” 

Isaiah 7:14. 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Emmanuel. 

Prayer 

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and 

save us, Lord our God. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

Gospel Readings for Advent 

 

Nov 29  Mark 13:24-37 

Nov 30  Matthew 8:5-13 

Dec 1   Luke 10:21-24 

Dec 2    Matthew 15:29-39  

Dec 3    Matthew 7:21-27  

Dec 4    Matthew 9:27-31  

Dec 5    Matthew 9:10:1, 5-8 

Dec 6    Mark 1:1-8 

Dec 7    Luke 5:17-26 

Dec 8   Matthew 18:12-14  

Dec 9    Matthew 11:28-30   

Dec 10   Matthew 11:7-15 

Dec 11   Matthew 11:16-19 

Dec 12    Matthew 17:9-13 

Dec 13   John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Dec 14    Matthew 21:23-27 

Dec 15    Matthew 21:28-32 

Dec 16    Luke 7:19-23 

Dec 17    Matthew 1:1-7, 17 

Dec 18   Matthew 1:18-25 

Dec 19   Luke 1:5-25 

Dec 20   Luke 1:26-38 

Dec 21   Luke 1:39-45 

Dec 22   Luke 1:46-56 

Dec 23   Luke 1:57-66 

Dec 24   Luke 1:67-79 



Thursday, December 24
th

 – Christmas Eve 

Lighting the Christmas Candle (centre) Celebrate 

“I bring you good tidings of great joy which will 

come to all people; for to you is born this day a 

Saviour, Christ the Lord” Luke 2:10-11 

 

We light this candle in the centre of the circle, remembering the 

Creator, the fire at centre of all life. We light this candle to celebrate the 

Son of our Creator, born on the earth.  We light this candle 

symbolizing Christ, whose radiance shines out into all four directions 

and whose presence enlivens every stage of life. We give thanks for the 

birth of Jesus who brings new light and new life to us all. 

 

Prayer Creator, you have revealed yourself to us through Jesus Christ.  

May we joyfully celebrate the gift of Jesus, the Word made 

flesh. May his light illuminate our hearts and shine in our words 

and deeds. With the light of Christ in our lives, unite us to you 

and strengthen us to serve you all our days. Amen 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless 

sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the 

years are met in thee tonight. 

 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels 

keep their watch of wond’ring 

love. 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing—let “Glory!” 

ring with peace to all on earth! 

 

How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of the heav’ns. 

No ear may hear his coming, 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive 

him still the dear Christ enters 

in. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray, 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today! 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell. 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel. 


